t

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH
Language Assessment
Part of the University of Cambridge

Cambridge English

irst Certificate in English (FCE)

CEFR Level B2

F

000000000000 2000000000000200000002000000200000 00000 00000000 0 200V LeOBVLLAN0REY 080000
2000020000 *0000000000000000 V0000 CRL V0000007000001 1 000:0000. 90100 0 0000000 0000000000000000
000000000 : 2000002000 00000002000000000 90000 0790000 000000 100000000 .000000 0000000000000 0000



Reading and Use of English

General

description

FORMAT

The paper contains seven parts.
For Parts 1to 4, the test contains
texts with accompanying grammar
and vocabulary tasks, and
separate items with a grammar
and vocabulary focus. For Parts 5
to 7, the test contains a range of
texts and accompanying reading
comprehension tasks.

TIMING

1 hour 15 minutes

NO. OF PARTS

7

NO. OF QUESTIONS 52

TASK TYPES Multiple-choice cloze, open
cloze, word formation, key word
transformation, multiple choice,
gapped text, multiple matching.

WORD COUNT 2,200-2,500

MARKS Parts 1-3 - each correct answer

receives 1 mark; Part 4 - each correct
answer receives up to 2 marks.

For Parts 5-6, each correct answer
receives 2 marks; for Part 7, each
correct answer receives 1 mark.

—=

Structure and tasks

PART 1

TASK TYPE Multiple-choice cloze

FOCUS The main focus is on vocabulary, e.g. idioms,
collocations, fixed phrases, complementation,
phrasal verbs, semantic precision.

FORMAT A modified cloze test containing eight gaps.
There are 4-option multiple-choice items for
each gap.

NO. OF QS 8

PART 2

TASK TYPE  Open cloze

FOCUS The main focus is on awareness and controf of
grammar with some focus on vocabulary.

FORMAT A modified cloze test containing eight gaps.

NO. OF QS 8

= wre———— -

Structure and tasks (cont.)

PART 3

TASK TYPE  Word formation

FOCUS The main focus is on vocabulary, in particular
the use of affixation, internal changes and
compounding in word formation.

FORMAT A text containing eight gaps. Each gap
corresponds to a word. The stem of the
missing word is given beside the text and
must be changed to form the missin_g;/vord.

NO.OF QS 8

PART 4

TASKTYPE  Key word transformation

FOCUS The focus is on grammar, vocabulary and
collocation.

FORMAT Six separate items, each with a lead-in
sentence and a gapped second sentence to be
completed in two to five words, one of which
is a given 'key' word.

NO. OF QS 6

PART 5

TASKTYPE  Multiple choice

FOCUS Detail, opinion, attitude, tone, purpose, main
idea, gist, meaning from context, implication,
text organisation features (exemplification,
reference).

FORMAT A text followed by six 4-option
multiple-choice questions.

NO. OF Q5 6

PART 6

TASK TYPE  Gapped text

FOCUS Cohesion, coherence, text structure,

FORMAT A text from which sentences have been

| removed and placed in jumbled order after the
text. Candidates must decide from which part
of the text the sentences have been removed.

NO. OF QS 6

| PART7
| TASKTYPE  Multiple matching

FOCUS Detail, opinion, specific information,
implication.

FORMAT A text or several short texts, preceded by
multiple-matching questions. Candidates

! must match a prompt to elements in the text,

NO. OF QS 10
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READING AND USE OF ENGLISH | SAMPLE PAPER
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READING AND USE OF ENGLISH | ANSWER KEY

READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

Answer key
Q PartOne Q Part Two Q PartThree Q Part Four
1 B 9 where 17  producer 25 agood IDEA |to go
2 C 10 so 18 illness(es) 26 talented | THAT he/she
3 B M myself 19 effective 27 IF he/she knew | what/
4 D 12 in 20 scientists s
5 C 13 which/that 21 addition 28 spent/tool/wes |aLONG
6 A 14 out/on/at 22 pressure 29 are/is SAID [to be OR it
7 D 15 from 23 disadvantage is SAID | are/is
8 B 16 any 24 spicy 30 not | CALL off OR you/we
didn't/did not CALL off
Q Part Five Q Part Six Q Part Seven
31 C 37 D 43 A
32 D 38 G 44 D
33 C 39 F 45 B
34 A 40 A 46 D
35 D 4 E 47 B
36 C 42 C 48 A
49 C
50 B
51 C
52 D
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Writing

General description Structure and tasks

FORMAT The paper contains two parts. I PART 1

TIMING 1 hour 20 minutes . TASKTYPE  Writing an essay giving opinion and providing

AND FOCUS reasons for the opinion.

S 2 FORMAT Candidates are required to write an essay

NO. OF QUESTIONS Candidates are required to complete giving their opinion on the essay title using the
two tasks: a compulsory task in ideas given and providing an idea of their own.
Part 1and one task from a choice of The essay title will be on a subject of general
three in Part 2. interest with no requirement of specialised

TASK TYPES A range from the following: article; knowledge.

email/letter; essay; report; review. LENGTH 140-190 words

e

MARKS Each question on this paper carries
equal marks. PART 2
/ TASK TYPE  Writing one from a number of possible text
— = AND FOCUS types based on a contextualised writing task.

FORMAT Candidates have a choice of task. In questions
2-4, the tasks provide candidates with a clear
context, topic, purpose and target reader for
their writing. The output text types are:

= article
+ email/letter
* report
* review.
140-190 words

LENGTH

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: FIRST SPECIFICATIONS AND SAMPLE PAPERS 15



WRITING | SAMPLE PAPER
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Listening

General description

FORMAT The paper contains four parts. Each
part contains a recorded text or texts
and corresponding comprehension
tasks. Each part is heard twice.

TIMING Approximately 40 minutes
NO. OF PARTS 4

NO. OF QUESTIONS 30

TASK TYPES Multiple choice, sentence

completion, multiple matching.

TEXT TYPES Monologues: answerphone messages,
radio broadcasts and features, news,
public announcements, stories and
anecdotes, lectures and talks.

Interacting speakers: conversations,
interviews, discussions, radio plays.

ANSWER FORMAT Candidates are advised to write their
answers in the spaces provided on

the question paper while listening.
There will be 5 minutes at the end of
the test to copy the answers onto a
separate answer sheet. Candidates
indicate their answers by shading
the correct lozenges or writing the
required word or words in capital
letters in a box on the answer sheet.

RECORDING The instructions for each task are
{INFORMATION given in the question paper, and
are also heard on the recording.

These instructions include the
announcement of pauses of specified
lengths, during which candidates
can familiarise themselves with the
task and, for some items, predict
some of the things they are likely

to hear. A variety of voices and
styles of delivery are heard in each
Listening paper to reflect the various
contexts presented in the recordings,
as appropriate to the international
contexts of the test takers.

MARKS Each correct answer receives 1 mark.

Structure and tasks

PART 1

TASKTYPE  Multiple choice

FOCUS The focus is on genre, identifying speaker
feeling, attitude, opinion, purpose, agreement
between speakers, gist and detail.

FORMAT Eight short, unrelated extracts of
approximately 30 seconds each, from a series

| of either monologues or exchanges between
interacting speakers. There is one multiple
choice question per extract, each with three
options.

NO. OF QS 3

PART 2

TASKTYPE  Sentence completion

| Focus The focus is on identifying detail, specific
' information and stated opinion.

FORMAT A monologue lasting 3-4 minutes. Candidates
are required to complete the sentences with
information heard on the recording.

NO. OF QS 10

PART 3

TASK TYPE  Multiple matching

FOCUS The focus is on identifying attitude, opinion,
gist, purpose, feelirlgm_ain points and detail,

FORMAT Five short, related monologues of
approximately 30 seconds each. There are five
questions which require the selection of the
correct option from a list of eight.

NO. OF QS 5

PART 4

TASKTYPE  Multiple choice

FOCUS The focus is on identifying opinion, attitude,
detail, gist, main idea and specific information.

FORMAT An interview or an exchange between two
speakers lasting 3-4 minutes. There are seven
3-option multiple-choice questions.

NO. OF QS 7
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LISTENING | SAMPLE PAPER
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LISTENING | ANSWERKEY

LISTENING

Answer key

Q PartOne Q Part Two Q Part Three Q Part Four
1 B 9 (great) name 19 G 24 C

2 B 10 chest 20 B 25 8B

3 A 1 northern/the north 21 A 26 C

4 C 12 forests 22 H 27 A

5 C 13 (the) winter 23 F 28 A

6 A 14 human beings/human(s) 29 A

7 A 15 berries 30 B

8 A 16 platform

17 (small/tittle) mice
18  (funny) diary

In Part 2, bracketed words/letters do not have to appear in the answer.
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Speaking

General description

FORMAT The Speaking test contains four
parts.
TIMING 14 minutes
NO. OF PARTS 4
| INTERACTION Two candidates and two examiners.
| PATTERN One examiner acts as both

interlocutor and assessor and
manages the interaction either by
asking questions or providing cues
for candidates. The other acts as
assessor and does not join in the
conversation.

TASK TYPES Short exchanges with the
interlocutor and with the other
candidate; a 1-minute individual ‘long
turn’; a collaborative task involving
the two candidates; a discussion.

MARKS Candidates are assessed on their
performance throughout.

Structure and tasks
PART 1

TASK TYPE A conversation between the interlocutor and
AND FORMAT each candidate (spoken questions).

FOCUS The focus is on general interactional and
social language.

TIMING 2 minutes

PART 2

TASK TYPE An individual ‘long turn’ by each candidate,

AND FORMAT  with a response from the second candidate.
In turn, the candidates are given a pair of

[ photographs to talk about.

FOCUS The focus is on organising a larger unit
of discourse, comparing, describing and
expressing opinions.

TIMING A 1-minute 'long turn' for each candidate,
plus a 30-second response from the second
candidate. The total time for Part 2 is
4 minutes.

PART 3

TASK TYPE A two-way conversation between the
AND FORMAT candidates. The candidates are given spoken
instructions with written stimuli, which are

used in discussion and decision-making
tasks.

FOCUS The focus is on sustaining an interaction,
exchanging ideas, expressing and justifying
opinions, agreeing and/or disagreeing,
suggesting, speculating, evaluating, reaching
a decision through negotiation, etc.

TIMING A 2-minute discussion followed by a
1-minute decision-making task. The total

time for Part 3 is 4 minutes.

PART 4

TASK TYPE A discussion on topics related to the
AND FORMAT collaborative task (spoken questions).

FOCUS The focus is on expressing and justifying
opinions, agreeing and/or disagreeing and
speculating.

TIMING 4 minutes
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